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Acknowledgement of Country  

We acknowledge this land. The Dreaming is 
still living. From the past, in the present, into 
the future, forever. 

Welcome  

Welcome to the monthly update for April, 
which gives a regular overview of how 
Tarrkarri – Centre for First Nations Cultures is 
progressing.  

 

Tarrkarri Design Industry Event  

 

Tarrkarri Design Industry Event – 11 April 2022 

Tarrkarri is a new paradigm in cultural space 
design, providing a platform for the world to 
learn about the unique culture of Australia’s 
First Nations; combining traditional 
storytelling with modern technology. 

Tarrkarri’s design narrative is based on the 
deep First Nations’ connection to country, 
place and kin; celebrating earth, land and 
sky.  

This month, the architects responsible for the 
design of Tarrkarri, Woods Bagot, hosted a 
successful event to a wide selection of locally 
based manufacturers and suppliers of 
building, construction and landscaping 
product; who were keen to meet with the  

 

architects and engineers as part of their 
commitment to local industry participation. 

A big thank you to all involved who made this 
a successful event. 

 

The Australian – Special Report  

Earlier this month, Tarrkarri’s Project 
Ambassador, David Rathman AM PSM; 
Assistant Director, Lee-Ann Tjunypa 
Buckskin; and Rosina Di Maria, Principal at 
Woods Bagot caught up with The Australian, 
as part of a national Lot Fourteen Special 
Report. The Special Report delved into 
Tarrkarri’s design and the journey to arrive at 
this very point in the project. Read the full 
article here.   

 

Construction Update 

Early site works have commenced on the 

$200 million Adelaide City Deal project, 

following site establishment works enabling 

the commencement of this next stage. 

Lendlease, the government-appointed 

managing contractor of Tarrkarri, has 

engaged First Nations company Widi 

Ngaruwa as the early site works contractor.  

The site works will create up to 30 jobs, with 

a scope that encompasses bulk excavation of 

over 30,000m3 of soil.  

The Widi Ngaruwa early works program 

targets completion in late 2022, at which time 

construction of the superstructure of the 

centre commences. 

Those interested in a challenging and 

rewarding career in civil construction with 

Widi Ngaruwa should contact: 

sa@widingaruwa.com.au

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/special-reports/a-first-for-our-indigenous-culture/news-story/f92b83fd33fc3d8c36337217aa4ad733
mailto:sa@widingaruwa.com.au
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Don’t forget, you can track Tarrkarri’s 
progress by visiting the Tarrkarri webcam. 
The webcam captures the site from North 
Terrace, providing live photo updates every 
30 minutes. 

Stakeholder Engagement  

As the project progresses, Tarrkarri is 
building a range of partnerships locally, 
nationally and internationally.  

The opportunity to work closely and form 
relationships with existing and planned 
cultural institutions, First Nations collections, 
curators and creators, is a key part of our 
work in progressing the project. 

Tarrkarri will provide a broad curatorial 
experience through education, performance, 
language and visual arts; the strategy for 
which is under development – with genuine 
intentions to complement and enhance 
positive outcomes for all.   

This month, local conversations continued 
with Flinders University; with a tour of their 
collection, as well as a viewing of Flinders 
current exhibition: Sovereign Sisters: 
domestic work.  

Tarrkarri’s Assistant Director, Lee-Ann 
Tjunypa Buckskin, also sat on Flinders 
University’s Assemblage Centre for Creative 
Arts first ‘Interlocutor’ panel talk for 2022, 
featuring NYC based architect Charles 
Renfro, from Diller Scofidio + Renfro.  

The discussion centred around architecture 
and its intersection with cultures, artistic 
practices, performance and the public 
sphere, including the development of 
Tarrkarri – its vision and aims through design.  

The session was recorded and is available to 
watch here.  

Moving interstate, and new relationships 
were formed with a trip to Western Australia 
(WA), to visit the WA Museum Boola Bardip 
since their recent $400m development 
opening, and the WA Government in relation 
to their planned World Centre for Indigenous 
Culture in Perth; with a national partnership 
approach high on the agenda for discussion.   

Tarrkarri ARG Spotlight  

This month’s Tarrkarri Aboriginal Reference 
Group (ARG) spotlight is on Jess Davies-
Huynh - proud Kaurna woman, born and 
raised on Kaurna land. 

Jess has been involved in Kaurna Native Title 
matters from a young age, having served on 
the Board of the Kaurna Yerta Aboriginal 
Corporation, as a Kaurna representative on 
the Adelaide Park Lands Authority Board and 
of course as a valued member of the 
Tarrkarri ARG.  

As a Cultural Development Consultant for the 
Department of Treasury and Finance, Jess 
provides advice and direction on diversity and 
inclusion initiatives, reconciliation, First 
Nations employment and cultural awareness. 

Jess brings to Tarrkarri’s ARG a passion for 
promoting Kaurna culture, heritage and 
rights; and is an advocate for reconciliation in 
the community and workplace, and the 
mentoring of young First Nations women - 
learning from her Elders and community.  

 

Jess Davies-Huynh – Tarrkarri ARG member  

Tarrkarri Factsheet   

We’ve recently updated the Tarrkarri Fact 
sheet – a double sided A4 document, 
highlighting project key points.  

We encourage you to view, use and share 
this document. The current version can be 
found on Lot Fourteen’s website here.  

https://gallery-photos-au.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/15305/previews/20220504173143.JPG?X-Amz-Expires=576000&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIA267VLMTSOA6ZOKKP/20220504/ap-southeast-2/s3/aws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20220504T070333Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=d3192c1d9e95dc7512531ecb30967ef789f3f3f974585ce3507a7b6948124c7f
https://video.flinders.edu.au/events20/22/Interlocutor1.cfm
https://lot-fourteen.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/files/Tarrkarri-Fact-Sheet-April-2022-1651531034.pdf

