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Acknowledgement of Country 

We acknowledge this land. The Dreaming is 

still living. From the past, in the present, into 

the future, forever. 

Welcome  

Welcome to the monthly update for March, 

which gives a regular overview of how 

Tarrkarri – Centre for First Nations Cultures is 

progressing.  

Tarrkarri Sound Bite 

We’re often asked how to pronounce 

Tarrkarri. The following sound bite has been 

created to highlight the correct pronunciation.  

 

Indigenous.gov.au Yarn  

Did you know Tarrkarri means ‘the future’ in 

Kaurna language? The name symbolises the 

setting of strong foundations for the Centre 

and its location on the Adelaide Plains.  

 

We recently caught up with 

indigenous.gov.au for a yarn about Tarrkarri 

and its future at Lot Fourteen. Read the full 

article here.  

Tarrkarri ARG Spotlight  

Last month we kicked off the Tarrkarri 

Aboriginal Reference Group (ARG) spotlight; 

as we get to know each member and their 

background.  

 

 

The ARG was established in July 2020, to 

ensure vision and key objectives of Tarrkarri 

development meets the requirements of 

cultural expectations and is representative of 

First Nations cultural history and truth-telling.  

This month’s spotlight is on ARG member 

and Chief Executive Officer of the South 

Australian Native Title Services (SANTS), 

Keith Thomas.   

 

Keith Thomas – Tarrkarri ARG member and CEO of SANTS 

Keith has had a long career across Native 

Title, commencing as Chief Executive Officer 

for SANTS in 2011, following nearly 15 years 

as General Manager of Aboriginal Legal 

Rights Movement (ALRM) and SANTS.    

SANTS assists Aboriginal people with 

connection to country in South Australia to 

recognise and protect their native title rights 

and interests, delivering a range of services 

to support Aboriginal Nations to achieve their 

social, cultural and economic aspirations and 

become sustainable entities.  

https://lot-fourteen.s3-ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/files/Tarrkarri.wav
https://www.indigenous.gov.au/news-and-media/stories/tarrkarri-centre-first-nations-cultures
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“Native title remains an important foundation 

for Aboriginal Nations to gain recognition and 

bring about positive change,” Mr Thomas 

said.  

And with over 30 years’ experience in 

working within Aboriginal Affairs, Keith brings 

strategic leadership to SANTS and embeds in 

the organisation a strong commitment to 

working with clients to meet their aspirations 

and build sustainable Aboriginal Nations.  

As a representative of SANTS on Tarrkarri’s 

ARG, Keith promotes the value of 

collaboration and partnership.  

Interlocutor 2022 – Powerful 

Conversations with Acclaimed Artists  

Early next month, NYC based architect 

Charles Renfro, from Diller Scofidio + Renfro 

(DS+R) and Lee-Ann Tjunypa Buckskin, 

Assistant Director of Tarrkarri, will join 

Flinders University’s first Interlocutor talks for 

2022 – a series of discussions featuring 

major artists working across a wide array of 

creative fields.  

DS+R in partnership with Woods Bagot, have 

designed Tarrkarri’s unique building in close 

consultation with Tarrkarri’s Aboriginal 

Reference Group, that links people to place: 

earth, land and sky. 

 

Tarrkarri aerial view, featuring an open-air amphitheatre, 
nestled amongst the immersive gardens. Design credit: 
Woods Bagot and Diller Scofidio + Renfro 

 

The session will focus on architecture and its 

intersection with cultures, artistic practices, 

performance and the public sphere, including 

the development of Tarrkarri – its vision and 

aims through design.  

Register here to attend the event online or in 

person. 

National Arts Leaders Visit SA 

This month we welcomed the Australia 

Council for the Arts, and their Arts Leaders 

Program cohort, to Lot Fourteen as part of 

the program’s final residential.  

 

Australia Council for the Arts – Arts Leaders Program visit – 
22 March 2022 

The arts leaders, from across Australia, were 

keen to connect and learn about Tarrkarri, 

and were greeted with a Welcome to 

Country, prior to a presentation and project 

update.  

The visit emphasised a strong desire for 

collaboration across the project, and we 

thank the Australia Council for the Arts for 

including us in their schedule. 

 

We are listening  

At Tarrkarri we are committed to genuine 

engagement with all First Nations Peoples 

and stakeholders.  

If you have any questions or feedback, 

please email: Tarrkarri@sa.gov.au 

https://www.flinders.edu.au/assemblage
mailto:Tarrkarri@sa.gov.au

